IMPACT: International Journal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL)
ISSN (P): 2347-4564; ISSN (E): 2321-8878

Vol. 10, Issue 8, Aug 2022, 59-68

© Impact Journals

NEGOTIATION BETWEEN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC IN WOMEN'S P ERIODICAL PRESS
IN EARLY-20 ™" CENTURY PUNJAB

Arti Minocha
Associate Professor, Department of English, Lady Sam College, Delhi University, Delhi, India

Received:21 Aug 2022 Accepted:22 Aug 2022 Published: 23 Aug 2022

ABSTRACT

The essay undertakes a study of the nascent piatpaiblic spheres in late-9and early-28 century Punjab and
examines women'’s claims to subjectivity and thegatiation with colonial and reform discourses thgh the periodical

press of the times. In Punjab, discursive batttesaffirmation of religious identities at this timgere also fought over
women’s bodies, their practices, and their relasbip to the public sphere. Women are assumed te hagn contained
within these reform discourses that defined appeiprmodernity for them. As a counter to this agsion, this essay
examines the participation of women in the burgegnirint and public spheres of late-colonial Punjhd the ways in
which the periodical press mediated their underdiag of the self as part of the public. The essagstions the rather
stable idea of the public/private divide through examination of women'’s responses in the periogicass of the times,

specifically through the study of two periodicalBunjabi Bhain in Punjabi and Bharat Bhagini in Hin
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